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Editorial Preface

Jun-ichi TAKADA, Editorial Team Leader

IEICE is pursuing to be an international academic
society, and international members currently occupy
more than 10% of whole members.

Journal of IEICE is published in Japanese so that
international members are rarely subscribing this.
Regular English article entitled “Global Plaza” (GP) had
been published since February 2009 on the Journal as
well as on the web site so that all IEICE members could
read. GP was playing the role of the portal for the
international members of IEICE. Although the publica-
tion of GP was interrupted in March 2016 due to
evolution of English publications in each Society, this
Special Section is subtitled “Global Plaza Special Edition,”
following the idea of GP and aiming at the dissemination
of the current status and activities of IEICE as an
international academic society. All the articles are
presented in English with open access, so that the
international members can read easily.

First article authored by Prof. Nagatsuma and Dr.
Ishikawa, former and current secretary of International
Affairs Committee (IAC), overviews international
affairs of IEICE. Second article authored by Prof.
Takahashi, the originator of GP and an Editorial Team
Member of this Special Edition, is on the evolution of
International Sections. Among twelve International
Sections, the representatives of Europe, Beijing and
Malaysia Sections are invited to introduce their own
Sections. The last article reports the All Sections
Meeting held in September 2017 gathering representa-
tives of International Sections and IAC members,
focusing on the expectations and challenges of IEICE as

an international academic society.

I would like to acknowledge the authors, IAC
members and International Sections representatives,
and the editorial team members of this Special Section
for their cooperation.
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